
Dear Professors and members of Vilnius University, 
Dear Parents,Dear Colleagues, 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
First of all, I would like to thank all of you for making this day happen and coordinating our 
graduation despite the current Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
When we gathered in Vilnius at the beginning of September 2015, we were all ‘sitting in the 
same boat’, heading for the harbour of graduation in 2020. 
 
Let me jump a few years back for a short story. We were sitting in the Phantoms class in the 
Institute of Dentistry to prepare for dental work with patients. 
One day our periodontology teacher checked whether we use the instruments for cleaning 
teeth properly. 
He let me show him my work one more time next week, even though it was not a real test. 
During the second attempt, I asked: ‘What happens if I fail again?’  
He looked at me and said: ‘You did not fail, your job was okay. But I know you can do better, 
this is why I want you to try again.’ 
 
This situation perfectly describes Vilnius University, which is always trying to make us better. 
 
And we made it. With diligence, discipline, and the support of our professors, who were 
always motivating us to shape our skills and personalities to get the best of ourselves. 
 
Further, I think our studies in Vilnius were a successful example of how modern society 
works. No matter where we all come from or where we’ve got our roots – in France, 
Germany, Iran, Scandinavia, Great Britain, Italy, Australia or India ... (sorry if I missed some, 
but it would take ages to list all countries where we come from). 
 
What I want to say is: We were all treated the same way and given the same chances at our 
Vilnius University. And keeping in mind that all of us got different traditions, faiths, 
education or habits, I think it is a demonstration of how well diversity fits into our world. 
 
For five years now I feel like we have been spending more time in clinics during classes, with 
patients and emergency shifts, than hanging out with our families and friends at home. 
That’s why – in some way - Žalgirio clinics became a part of our family. No matter what kind 
of issues we came up with, either of dental nature, patient-student issues or personal stuff, 
professors and the university were literally keeping their doors open and were listening and 
supporting to help us deal with all of it. 
 
A big ‘thank you’ goes to all professors in Žalgirio clinics of the Institute of Dentistry, who 
were exceptionally supportive and helpful. You let us be a part of all this, and I am speaking 
in the name of my group and other dentistry students: We are proud to be a part of Vilnius 
University. 
 
We have been taught not only dental knowledge, but we have also been taught values; we 
learned to treat every person the same way, responsibly and respectfully, in other words: 



the best possible way. Our main principle is to treat our patients just like we would like to be 
treated. 
 
Last but not least, I would like to value the great friends we got to know while taking the 
opportunity to live and study in a foreign country. They have been there for us on successful 
days, celebrating and laughing with us. But more importantly: They have also been there on 
bad days. When we were sad and struggling, it was they who made us smile again. I trust 
these friendships will last forever, though soon we will be scattered in all directions. 
 
Now it is up to us to be true to ourselves, not to dream but to be a doer and to choose the 
path of a never-ending process of moving forward. What matters is not a failure — that's 
inevitable — but what happens next. Take the chances you get and always stay honest to 
yourself and be respectful to people who put their fates – AND faces - into your hands. 
 
Many thanks to our families, our professors, and our friends. They were the key factors, who 
made the mission ‘Vilnius’ a great, unforgettable success. 
 
Aciu labia 
 
Jule Schönewolf (5th Year Dentistry) 2020 
 


